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NATHAN MICHAEL KELLY FOR
THE AWARD OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 2, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Nathan Michael Kelly, a
very special young man who has exemplified
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts
of America, Troop 205, and by earning the
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Nathan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
years Nathan has been involved in scouting,
he has earned 47 merit badges and held nu-
merous leadership positions, serving as Histo-
rian, Bugler, Scribe, Patrol Leader, Librarian,
Assistant Patrol Leader and Chaplain.

For his Eagle Scout project, Nathan com-
pleted a landscaping project around a mau-
soleum at the Blue Springs Cemetery in Blue
Springs, Missouri. Nathan has also earned
several special awards including the 12 Month
Camper Award, Internet Safety Award, Leave
No Trace Award, Snorkeling Award, World
Conservation Award, and the 50 Miler Award.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Nathan Michael Kelly for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

——————

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. LEO THE GREAT
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 2, 2007

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor St. Leo the Great
Catholic School on the occasion of their 50th
anniversary.

St. Leo the Great Catholic School focuses
on the development of Catholic values and at-
titudes, as well as the attainment of knowl-
edge and skills necessary for the student’s
spiritual, moral, intellectual, social and physical
development. The basic curriculum of St.
Leo’s School consists of the following sub-
jects: religion, reading, language arts, mathe-
matics, science, social studies, fine arts,
health and safety, physical education, com-
puter education, library and foreign language.

The history of St. Leo’s School dates back
to 1952, when St. Mary’s Parish in Fairfax
Station, Virginia, laid the foundation by devel-
oping a program to transport students to es-
tablished parochial schools in the Metropolitan
Washington area. This program led to a class-
room for St. Leo’s parish first and second
graders in the St. Charles School of Arlington.

In 1957, the Benedictine Community of
Bristow, Virginia, opened St. Leo the Great

Catholic School with four temporary class-
rooms. The next 10 years produced a series
of ups and downs for the school, as they
struggled to provide adequate space and staff-
ing for their students. Nonetheless, they held
steadfast to their vision of the future and
instated a permanent kindergarten and pri-
mary education program through an abun-
dance of support from nearby parish commu-
nities.

St. Leo the Great Catholic continues to
thrive 50 years after its inception. Along with
its strong curriculum, it is known for having a
rock climbing wall, Spanish program, television
studio and award winning band. In 2006, St.
Leo’s School received the National Blue Rib-
bon Award of Excellence, which is considered
to be the highest honor an American school
can receive.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | ask my col-
leagues to join me in commending and con-
gratulating St. Leo the Great Catholic School
on 50 years of distinction. | look forward to ap-
plauding its continued growth and success for
many years to come.

———

IN HONOR OF HISPANIC HERITAGE
MONTH

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 2, 2007

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Hispanic Heritage Month—a
celebration of Americans of Hispanic heritage
and their collective and individual contributions
to our community and to our Nation.

Hispanic Heritage Month is a celebration of
the five hundred year history of Hispanic cul-
ture in and its contribution to America. His-
panic Americans have contributed immeas-
urably to all areas of our culture—from medi-
cine, law, and business to education, music,
and the fine arts. Hispanic Americans in our
community and in communities across the
country are life-saving doctors and nurses,
veterans, inspiring professors, dedicated
teachers, committed elected officials, fair-
minded judges, and hardworking factory em-
ployees. Americans of Hispanic heritage con-
tinue to bring energy, innovation and a real
sense of social justice to America, while re-
taining the cultural traditions of their homeland
for all citizens to enjoy.

| honor in a special way Hispanic American
servicemen and women. Hispanic Americans
have a long and honorable history of service
to our country in the Armed Forces. They
have served valiantly at all levels and in every
capacity, and | salute them for their service to
our country.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor and celebration of Hispanic Herit-
age Month, and join me in expressing my grat-
itude for the outstanding contributions made
by Hispanic Americans. Their journey to Amer-
ica, fraught with significant obstacles and

strife, paved the way for a better life for their
children and future generations, and signifies
what it means to be an American. Within our
diversity we find strength, and within our tradi-
tions we find unity. Because of their journey,
and the journey of people from all points of
the world, we are stronger as a community,
more unified as a nation, and better as peo-
ple.

———

WYATT HOFFMAN FOR THE
AWARD OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 2, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Wyatt Hoffman, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Venturing Crew 2633, and by earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Wyatt has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
years Wyatt has been involved in scouting, he
has earned 28 merit badges and held numer-
ous leadership positions, serving as Assistant
Senior Patrol Leader and Chaplain’s Aide.
Wyatt is also a Hardway Warrior in the Tribe
of Mic-O-Say.

For his Eagle Scout project, Wyatt gen-
erated community support for soldiers in Oper-
ation Iragi Freedom through providing care let-
ters and boxes of morale support items cur-
rently in short supply with the US Armed
Forces.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Wyatt Hoffman for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ANNANDALE
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY FOR AC-
TION

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 2, 2007

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the Annandale Chris-
tian Community for Action, ACCA, on the oc-
casion of their 40th anniversary.

ACCA is an alliance of 26 churches in the
Annandale community which strives to unite
all Christians in an effort to promote and spon-
sor Christian social action. Its motto, “doing
what Jesus would do,” is the principle that
guides the ACCA in its mission to serve those
in need. The volunteer organization provides
day care, food, rental assistance, furniture and
other services to low-income families in the
Annandale/Bailey’s Crossroads area.
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ACCA began in October 1967, when Fred
and Emily Ruffing witnessed and acted upon
a tremendous need in their community. The
couple worked for a govemment-subsidized
daycare center in Mount Pleasant Baptist
Church in Alexandria, which had just enough
resources to provide for families on welfare,
but not the working poor. Distressed at the
idea of making families return to welfare to
provide their children with daycare services,
Mr. and Mrs. Ruffing set out to organize their
own daycare center with the help of eight local
churches. Through an abundance of support
from the local community, they succeeded in
meeting the need and led their organization,
ACCA, to branch out into other activities such
as transportation, housing and emergency
cash assistance.

| have had the pleasure of working with
ACCA on so many issues affecting people in
need, from establishing its daycare center, to
helping found the Bailey’s Crossroads home-
less shelters, to its food and furniture pro-
grams for the poor. Their dedication has made
a difference for thousands of families.

While ACCA now provides an array of serv-
ices to those in need, its original daycare facil-
ity continues to thrive as the Child Develop-
ment Center in the old Annandale Elementary
School on Columbia Pike. It cares for over
200 infants and children of the working poor.

In memory of its founder, Fred Ruffing,
ACCA provides an annual memorial scholar-
ship for aspiring college students with disabil-
ities. Emily Ruffing continues to work in the
Child Development Center as a social worker.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | would like to
thank the Annandale Christian Community for
Action for being the embodiment of Christian
love in and around the Annandale community.
Their continued success serves as a testa-
ment to the power of volunteerism and what
can happen when individuals come together in
faith to accomplish what others never dreamt
possible. | call upon my colleagues to join me
in commending and congratulating the ACCA
on 40 years of excellence.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY YEAR OF THE ORIGI-
NAL HARVEST MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 2, 2007

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of the 50th year of the Original
Harvest Missionary Baptist Church of Cleve-
land, Ohio. For the past five decades, the
leadership and membership of the Church has
served to lift our Cleveland community through
worship, faith and song.

The Church came to life in 1957, when the
Reverend Marcellus Chatman, guided by his
faith and a mission to serve, founded the
Original Harvest Missionary Baptist Church.
His wife, Mrs. Anna Lee Young Chatman, not
only named the Church but also organized, di-
rected and performed in the Church choir.
Their daughters, Marcella and Ruby, have
also been faithful members and leaders of the
Church since its inception: Marcella as pianist
and Ruby as administrator of Harvest Day
Care, which was founded by their mother in
1969.
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The loyalty, support and commitment that
the Chatman family continues to infuse
throughout our neighborhoods are also re-
flected within the Church congregation. Rev-
erend Fred Caffie, Jr. began his service in
1979, and served for 25 years. The Church
Patriarch and Musical Director, David Smith,
has faithfully served the Church for over 30
years. The Reverend Michael W. Turner, who
was installed as Pastor in early 2005, con-
tinues the Church legacy of hope, joy and in-
spiration.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in recognizing the Chatman family, and all
the leaders and members of the Original Har-
vest Missionary Baptist Church, past and
present, as they celebrate 50 years of faith,
love and spirituality that continue to strengthen
our community.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL WOMEN’S FREEDOM
ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 2, 2007

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, today, along with Representatives
ToM LANTOS and SHEILA JACKSON-LEE, | am
reintroducing the “International Women'’s Free-
dom Act.” This legislation establishes an Of-
fice of International Women'’s Rights within the
State Department headed by the appointed
Ambassador at Large, and additionally, would
create a United States Commission on Inter-
national Women’s Rights. The positive links
between the empowerment of women and ef-
fective and sustainable development are very
clear and this legislation would seek to protect
women’s rights by channeling U.S. security
and development assistance to countries that
are not found in gross violations of women’s
rights. | believe that all people, regardless of
gender, should have the power to shape their
lives and participate in their communities with-
out the fear of oppression. When given the
tools they need, such as education, access to
employment, land, and economic assets, and
the opportunity to contribute to civic life,
women and girls improve their situation in so-
ciety and have a positive impact on society as
a whole. By annually reviewing the status of
women’s rights in each country and desig-
nating countries of particular concern, more
succinct policy recommendations can be made
to the President, the Secretary of State, and
the Congress.

We require the State Department to issue
reports on battling international bribery, reli-
gious freedom, and narcotics control, among
many others. Creating a report on the status
of women'’s rights is vitally important to assur-
ing the rights of women worldwide.

TRIBUTE TO JAMES HENLEY

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 2, 2007

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of James Henley’s 41 years of
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public service as Sacramento’s city historian.
Mr. Henley leaves a lasting legacy in Sac-
ramento and he will be deeply missed.

In 1965, the then city historian and Sac-
ramento State professor Aubrey Neasham
asked Mr. Henley to read archived blueprints.
As a graduate student in the pursuit of a mas-
ters degree in history, James was inspired to
not only teach history but to also work with it.
Mr. Henley’s career began in a three-person
city department that focused on the Old Sac-
ramento Historic District, now known as Old
Sacramento. Designated as a State Historic
Park, Old Sacramento portrays the time of the
Gold Rush with cobblestone streets and wood-
en sidewalks, shops, restaurants and muse-
ums that attract 5 million visitors annually.
Upon the retirement of Ms. Neasham, only
one person could truly continue her work, and
Mr. Henley took over the department. Under
his leadership, the Sacramento Archives and
Museum Collection Center, also known as,
SAMCC, was born.

The SAMCC acquires, preserves, and pro-
motes the study of Sacramento’s history
through city and county historical records.
These collections include personal manu-
scripts, business records, official records of
the city and county, photographs and other ar-
tifacts relating to the region’s history. The
records are the heart of Sacramento’s history
as James has preserved them for future gen-
erations to enjoy.

The preservation achievements of Mr. Hen-
ley and his staff are evident in the 52 miles
of movable shelves that house objects, photo-
graphs and documents at SAMCC. This in-
cludes parts of a Gutenberg Bible, negatives
from The Sacramento Bee, and archived news
film shot by KCRA 3. All in all, the records that
Mr. Henley has preserved make the SAMCC
collection the largest city archives in California
and second only to the state archive. This has
been a truly wonderful achievement.

Mr. Henley has not only served as a strong
leader in preserving the history of the great
Sacramento region, but also is a champion for
the conservation of the City of Sacramento.
He oversaw the publishing of Vanishing Vic-
torians; a book that led to preservation efforts
of Sacramento’s historic Victorians in the
1960s and 1970s, when many were destroyed
for redevelopment projects. His preservation
efforts also contributed to the restoration of
the historic Memorial Auditorium, the B.F.
Hastings Building, as well as establishing the
California State Railroad Museum. That mu-
seum is now a crown jewel in Old Sacramento
and attracts thousands of families each year.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to pay trib-
ute to Mr. James Henley’s distinguished com-
mitment to the preservation of Sacramento’s
distinguished history. Mr. Henley always has
stood as an instrumental force behind the pro-
tection of Sacramento’s history for generations
to come. We all are thankful for his efforts. As
James Henley’s colleagues and friends gather
to honor his service for the city, | ask all my
colleagues to join me in wishing him continued
good fortune in his future endeavors.
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